
Two Gates / Two Roads!
One of His ser vants, 

Rev. Willmore Gundersen

his ar ti cle is not dif fi cult to un der stand. It tells us
how we choose to live and its con se quences. This
last week I have been think ing about these fol low -
ing two verses; (1)“En ter by the nar row gate; for

the gate is wide and the way is easy, that leads to de struc -
tion and those who en ter by it are many. For the gate is
nar row and the way is hard, that leads to life, and those
who find it are few.”

In these two verses we see there is a gate that is wide.
In other words, any thing goes; live the way you want,
and do what you want. No re stric tions. You want to
swear, cheat, be dis hon est, lie, etc, it does n’t mat ter, as
long as you can get away with it, some say. This way is
easy, but the out come is tragic! It leads to de struc tion!
Those who live this way are in the ma jor ity to day. There
is one thing that those who live like this have in com mon. 
(2)“There is no peace for the un godly.” They can have all
kinds of toys like cars, boats, snowmo biles, cab ins,
homes, etc. but there is an emp ti ness and a long ing that
can not be sat is fied.

The other gate, and road, is very dif fer ent. It’s a nar -
row gate and a nar row road. Je sus says it this way; (3)“I
am the door; if any one en ters by me, he will be saved, and 
will go in and out and find pas ture.” We read and ex pe ri -
ence that it’s not an easy road! But the out come is ab so -
lutely the best!

The gate is Je sus! He is holy and we are not by na ture 
holy. So the change has to take place within our life and
that costs some thing. The cost is that I ac knowl edge I
have sinned in thought, word and deed. Sadly, this we all

do daily. I hum ble my self daily be fore the tri une God; Fa -
ther, Son and the Holy Spirit, ask ing Him to for give me
and help me. When I ac cept Christ as my Lord and Sav ior 
and ac cept him into my life I receive a new na ture and
now the Holy Spirit lives in me. (4) “All who keep his
com mand ment abide in him, and he in them. And by this
we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit which he has
given us.”

Any one who will walk on this nar row road knows it
is n’t easy. Some will laugh at you, poke fun of you, and
call you all kinds of dif fer ent names. It is im por tant to be
care ful how you live. You want to live as the Holy Spirit
teaches you. He will teach you as you read the Scrip tures. 
This road leads to life, yes, life eter nal! “And this is eter -
nal life, that they know thee the only true God, and Je sus
Christ who thou hast sent.” Do you re ally know Je sus in a 
per sonal way? Job an swered; (6) “For I know that my
Re deemer lives....”

It’s sad to read in the first para graph of this ar ti cle,
that only a few find the Sav ior and yield their life to Him.
Have you ac cepted Him? If you have n’t done so, right
now do as he says in this verse. “If we con fess our sins, he 
is faith ful and just, to for give our sins and cleanse us from 
all un righ teous ness.” Throughout eter nity you will never
re gret it.

(1) Mat thew 7:13-14. (2) Isa iah 48:22. (3) John 10:9. 
(4) 1 John 3:24. (5) John 17:3. (6) Job 19:25. (7) 1 John
1:9.
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Fathers
“And you, fa thers, pro voke 
not your chil dren to wrath: 
but bring them up in the
nur ture and ad mo ni tion of
the Lord.” (Ephe sians 6:4)

In too many cases, fa -
thers have ab di cated their re -
spon si bil ity of be ing the
leader (not dic ta tor) or head
of the home.  Busi ness con -
sumes too many to the point
where fa thers are not likely
home for din ner/sup per, nor
able to at tend their chil dren’s 
ac tiv i ties! (Children are
young only ONCE in their
life times).  

How about you – do
your chil dren see that your
faith is real?  Have they ever
walked in and found you
read ing the Bi ble or on your
knees pray ing?

Do you, with your
Spouse, take the time to have 
fam ily-de vo tions at the Din -
ner/Sup per hour?  A some -
what re cent ar ti cle as to why
many youths leave the
church cited that they fail to
see “the com mit ment of
(their) par ents.”  You see
seem ingly any ex cuse is
better than none!  Al though
an “ex cuse” is of ten a
dressed-up-lie.

O give us homes where
Christ is Lord and Mas ter, 

Where prayer co mes first in 
peace or in di sas ter.
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Preparing for Lightning 
By Pas tor Brent Juliot, Menomonie, WI

We never saw it com ing.  It was a beau ti ful sum mer
day near Chetek, WI, so as we en tered the res tau rant, we
asked the server if we could sit out on the deck, close to
the lake.  Miles away, across Lake Chetek, and far be -
yond the town of Chetek, we could see the clouds.  But
were such a great dis tance away that there should have
been plenty of time to en joy our meal.  We, and the oth ers 
on the deck that day, were 99.8% con fi dent that we
would fully en joy the oc ca sion – that there was no dan -
ger.

That’s when, with out warn ing, we felt the ex plo sion
and si mul ta neous flash of bright ness.  “What was that?” 
We were all in shock.  The smell of ozone per me ated the
air.  With clear skies over head, light ning had shat tered a
huge tree right in front of the res tau rant about 100 feet
from where we sat.

Je sus said, “For the Son of Man in his day will be like 
the light ning, (Ed. ‘Twin kling of an Eye’, which is a very,
very, small part of a SECOND) which flashes and lights
up the sky from one end to the other.” (Luke 17:24)  You
don’t have to know the sci ence be hind it to know light -
ning is dan ger ous, and to grasp the point Je sus is driv ing
home.  Light ning is sud den.  You don’t see it com ing, and 
you can not quickly pre pare your self or pro tect your self
once it flashes.  That’s too late!

So how do we pre pare for the light ning of Christ’s re -
turn?  In the same pas sage, Je sus said, “Re mem ber Lot’s
wife!  Who ever tries to keep their life will lose it, and
who ever loses their life will pre serve it’ (17:32-33).

This is a strong warn ing against for feit ing eter nity by 
in vest ing too much in this life.  When the Son of Man is
re vealed, there will be no time to re treat to get our prized
tem po ral pos ses sions.  Lot’s wife looked back and lost
her life.  She longed for what she could only leave be -
hind, for things of no value in the king dom of God.

We must be pre pared in ad vance.  Ex ter nal events
these days are caus ing many to won der if the Lord is near.  
Let these ex ter nal signs func tion as a call for in ter nal
prep a ra tion.  Hold this life and all it’s good things
loosely, as a gift that is to be ap pre ci ated while it lasts – a
gift in tended to draw us to the Giver.  But hold his King -
dom tightly… the King dom among us, and the
KINGDOM to come.  How do we do that?  Know the
KING and long for His ap pear ing!

Faith and Fellowship

The Wrath of God

By W. G. Heslop

Pha raoh blas phe mously chal lenged God Al mighty. 
Sticking his fist in the face of Om nip o tence, he said,
“Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice?” (Ex o -
dus 5:2)

Have you no ticed that big I?
Lu ci fer said, “I will as cend…I will ex alt my throne

…I will be like the most High” (Isa iah 14:13, 14).
Cain, an in fa mous liar and mur derer, was an ego tist

of the first or der.  What im pu dence to talk to God in such
words as “Am I my brother’s keeper?” (Gen e sis 4:9).

Nim rod said, “Let us build us a city and a tower,
whose top may reach unto heaven” (11:4).

Pha raoh said, “I will pur sue, I will over take, I will di -
vide…I will…de stroy” (Ex o dus 15:9).

He did pur sue, but he did not de stroy.  In stead of de -
stroy ing God’s peo ple, he and his hosts were swal lowed
up in the midst of the sea.  God wrapped crepe around a
world, put crepe upon the door-knob of Egypt by de -
stroy ing the first born and later put crepe on the mam moth 
Egyp tian pal ace of the pha raohs and thus pro claimed
once more that it does not pay to go against God and 
God’s peo ple.

God wrapped a pocketless wa tery shroud around
Pha raoh and his mighty men.  Mercy fled away and Pha -
raoh was left in the un mit i gated judg ments of the wrath
of God.

Man’s In hu man ity

“Be ing re viled, we bless: be ing per se cuted, 
we suf fer it.”  (I Co rin thi ans 4:12)

In Dean Cas tle, a fa mous vis i tor at trac tion in
Kilmarnock, Scot land, is a plaque in mem ory of those
who died in the New York ter ror ist at tacks in Sep tem ber
2001.  It quotes Rob ert Burns’ words “Man’s in hu man ity
to man makes count less thou sands mourn.” 

Many to day suf fer at the hands of oth ers.  Pray that
their suf fer ing may cease and that those who cause af flic -
tion may come to know the Prince of Peace as Sav ior and
Lord and dis pense kind ness rather than mal ice. 

Brian Powlesland 
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God Does Not Make Deals
God de tests cheap re pen tance, the kind of false re -

pen tance dem on strated again and again by Pha raoh. 
God de tests the tem po rary and in sin cere “change of
heart” we make to get what we want from God.  You’ve
heard of a “fox hole con ver sion” in which a sol dier in the 
heat of bat tle prays, “God, if you get me through this
alive. I’ll give up all my bad hab its and live for you!”
Then, once the shoot ing stops, the sol dier for gets his
prom ise.

With each judg ment, Pha raoh ex pe ri enced a fox -
hole con ver sion. He said, “I’ll let the Is ra el ites go—at
least, the men.” Or I’ll let the Is ra el ites go—as long as
their live stock re mains in Egypt.”  He al ways held
some thing back—and when the cri sis was over he even
for got to keep the half hearted prom ise he had made.  He
thought God could be ca joled and tricked.

Pha raoh did n’t reckon with a God who sees the
heart.  God knew Pha raoh would wea sel out of his
prom ises. Noth ing Pha raoh did caught God by sur prise.

We can’t bar gain with God or ma nip u late him with
in sin cere prom ises.  Those who think they can fool God
be come pro gres sively more self-de luded ev ery time
they try.  I have seen many come to a sad end in much
the same way Pha raoh did.

God can not be ma nip u lated.  You may think you are
get ting away with some thing, but his eyes see ev ery -
thing.  He loves you, but he will not al low you to get
away with hy poc risy and de ceit.  We all sin, but if we are 
sin cere in our faith, we will turn back to God in re pen -
tance.  God loves to hear our prayers of re pen -
tance—and he knows if our re pen tance is sin cere or not.

In Luke 11:24-26 Je sus tells a par a ble that has puz -
zled many peo ple over the years: “When an im pure
spirit co mes out of a per son, it goes through arid places
seek ing rest and does not find it.  Then it says ‘I will re -
turn to the house I left.’  When it ar rives, it finds the
house swept clean and put in or der.”  In other words, the
house is empty.  “Then it [the demon] goes and takes
seven other spir its more wicked than it self, and they go
in and live there.  And the fi nal con di tion of that per son
is worse than the first.”

Je sus is say ing that when an im pure spirit (a demon) 
leaves a per son and the Holy Spirit is not in vited to
come in, they will re turn, find that life empty, and will
fill that space with seven more de mons. 

The per son who cries out, “God, if you just get me
out of this mess, I’ll change; I’ll give up this and stop
do ing that,” may be in more peril than he imag ines.  If
God res cues him but he does n’t sin cerely give his life to
Christ and re ceive the Holy Spirit he leaves him self

open to worse trib u la tions down the road.
God gave Pha raoh many op por tu ni ties to re pent. 

Pha raoh kept al ter ing the bar gain—just as Sa tan does in
his deal ings with us.  But Mo ses would not set tle for
any thing short of to tal obe di ence to God.  Pha raoh never 
learned his les son, but it’s not too late for you.  Is God
call ing you?  Come to him in com plete sur ren der.

Treasures That Lasts, Michael Youssef

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Gleaning
“Boaz said, unto Ruth, Go not to glean in an -

other field, but abide here fast by my maid ens.”

Arnot McIntee 

The eye of Boaz, ob served Ruth, the re cently ar -
rived young widow from Moab.  Soon, looks turned to
love.  Be cause of his lov ing con cern, he wished to see
her safely glean ing in his field.  His young men were in -
structed not to touch or harm her and to pro vide her with 
re fresh ing wa ter as she toiled in the blaz ing sun.  In the
field of the one who was to be come her kins man re -
deemer, Ruth found pro tec tion, pro vi sion, and en joy -
able fel low ship with oth ers in the same ser vice.  Don’t
leave the field where God has placed you for a non-sat -
is fy ing world.

“The blood of Je sus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin”

1 John 1:7b

Martin Luther states that he dreamed that Satan,
(the Accuser) came to him and told him he could
never hope to get to heaven because he was such a
sinner. (Does this sound similar, along with your
feelings?).  Have you a list of my sins?” Luther
asked.  “YES” said Satan, (the Deceiver), and
brought him a long list (of his sins). Twice Luther
asked if there were any more of his sins.  “That is
all,” Satan said, (The nagger, driver, harasser)
“Then” cried Luther, “write now across them all,
“the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all
sin.”  And Satan left!  Have your sins been washed
away by the blood of Jesus Christ?
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Ed i to rial 
RES

UNIQUE!
“Be ing made so much better than the an gels.”  (He brews 1:4)

(Be fore or Af ter you me di ate on this ar ti cle; be sure
you know what the word “Unique” means)

We find in the let ter of He brews that Je sus is a unique
priest (7:7), serv ing un der the New Cov e nant (8:6,) in
the Holy of Holies (9:11).  He Him self is and was the
only One and Per fect Sac ri fice for ever (9:22-23),
where ALL can re ceive for give ness of SIN, thus be the 
very sac ri fice that pleases our Al mighty and Holy
GOD; thus, not con dem na tion for which we de serve
(12:24).  There fore, we have a Solid Rock to build on
as our blessed as sured Hope (7:19) and be ing an -
chored in His Pre cious Prom ises (8:6), our An chor
grips and holds onto the Rock of Ages cleft for Me
(10:34).  We are go ing to a sin less Coun try, whose Ar -
chi tect and Builder is GOD Him self (11:16), and will
be in volved in an Ev er last ing Res ur rec tion in be ing
like Je sus for all Eter nity!  To not only be cit i zens of
such a City but sin less. What a “Unique” pro cess.
There is noth ing like GRACE that pro vides for us to
have and per son ally Ex pe ri ence God’s blessings
(11:40).  INDEED, THIS IS UNIQUE!  Amaz ing
GRACE and Mercy, know ing  My Name is writ ten in 
the Book of Life, oh, bless the Name of JESUS and I
can rise above the strug gles in life, doubt and strife,
and read my ti tle clear.

James G. Deck puts it this way:

The veil is rent: Lo Je sus stands be fore the
throne of grace:

And clouds of in cense from His hands fill all that 
glo ri ous place.

Within the ho li est of all, cleansed by His pre -
cious blood, 

Be fore the throne we pros trate fall, and wor ship
Thee our God.

In this earthly jour ney, we know and ex pe ri ence that
Sa tan/Devil knows your ad dress and will def i nitely at -
tack You from dif fer ent av e nues: like driv ing, ha rass -
ing, ac cus ing You about dif fer ent sins that you have
com mit ted, but con fessed. They are un der the Blood
of the cru ci fied and risen One, namely Je sus! You
know SIN is like a ‘mouse trap or a snare around the
go pher hole.’  The bait is en tic ing, both for the Chris -

tian and the non-Chris tian.

The story is told by many of by-gone years where an
out stand ing in di vid ual was to be come a “Leader”. 
Nat u rally any one who is truly truth ful, no ble and
up-right is go ing to be at tacked. Sa tan is a liar and the
fa ther of the same.  A group of armed, trained sol diers
were trail ing them on horse back with a pack of
blood-hounds want ing to kill this in di vid ual who had
some body guards; but was trav el ing on foot.  The pur -
su ing en emy was clos ing in on them and his
bodyguards be came ter ri fied!  This no ble man in -
formed them, “Just fol low me and you will come-out
OK!”  (I am amazed, as we live in a city of appr. 4,000
peo ple; how many youth, adults and el derly walk on
the ‘wrong-side’ of the streets! See Mat thew 7:13-14)
“But as it is writ ten; ‘Eye has not seen, nor ear
heard, Nor have en tered into the heart of man The
things which God has pre pared for those who love
Him.’” (I Co rin thi ans 2:9)

They turned into a deep/dark wood for a short-dis -
tance and then crossed a fairly shal low stream of wa -
ter.

The armed en emy with their blood hounds came to the
edge of the stream and the bloodhounds lost the scent
of the would-be leader.

This leader an nounced to his body guards that they
were now safe and shortly there af ter this in di vid ual
took his proper place of leadership.

How TRUE this is of a Chris tian. As long as he stays
un der the Blood of Je sus, con fess ing his SIN and fol -
low ing the BIBLE, he/she is safe and sound and will
ar rive to the Pearly White City, by the GRACE of
GOD safe and se cure for all of ETERNITY! (New
grace each day un til!)

In the mean time, we are to look unto the fields that are
white unto har vest and to be gin at home, church, com -
mu nity and on. In this sin ful world each min ute 120
per sons die, ev ery hour 7,425 and each day 178,000
meet their Maker as Judge or Re deemer for all of Eter -
nity!  PRAYER: Dear Je sus, let Your Holy Spirit keep
watch over my life and the lives of loved ones, and
over all peo ple who will per mit the best to hap pen in
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It Is Finished

“The sol diers plat ted a crown of thorns and put
it on his head.”  (John 19:2)

“ …He said it is fin ished: and He bowed his
head…”  (John 19:30)

“And the nap kin, that was about His head…” 
(John 20:2)

When you gather at a Bi ble be liev ing church on
what is of ten the Lord’s Day (SUNDAY, as ev ery day is
a gift from HE who changes not), re mem ber that it was
for you and me He did such things!  Thus, may our
hearts turn to true wor ship as we wor ship HIM in spirit
and truth which in cludes our great need.

Con sider the ag ony af ter be ing ‘scourged’
(whipped) on His bare back: likely 39 times and be ing
Crowned with thorns.  This is why we yearn for Him as
HE suf fered for us.

Then co mes the vic tory of shout ing with a loud
voice – “It is Fin ished,” as HE bowed His head and
died as HE ac com plished com pletely His Fa ther’s will.
Through death He be came our Re demp tion and Sal va -
tion.   ‘IT IS FINISHED’ means Com pletely (or It
Stands Com pleted). Noth ing can be added OR sub -

tracted; for when some thing is fin ished, there will be no
ac tual sub trac tion.

But ul ti mately the glory of that wrapped head and
body was raised for our Free Sal va tion and will never be 
sub jected AGAIN to death.

No won der we are stand ing upon ‘holy ground’
when we come to Wor ship Him in spirit and truth.  We
are: “look ing unto Je sus, the au thor and fin isher of
our faith, who for the joy that set be fore him en dured
the cross, de spis ing the shame and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God”  (He brews 12:2)

“Thus, be the glory, risen, con quer ing Son; 
End less is the vic tory, thou o’er death hast won.”

          Edmond Budry 

Hal le lu jah! What a SAVIOR!

Editor 

this life, as Your own.  Bring oth ers into a right re la -
tion ship through the work of the Holy Spirit and Your
Word. Rev e la tion 1:4-6.

GOD uses ‘blood-bought cleansed ves sels’ to be His
am bas sa dor(s) to spread the Law and Gos pel, but
some peo ple seem to think you need to know so much
(pro fes sion ally) be fore you can lead a Lost Soul to
Cal vary!

Let me use an ex am ple: Over the many years that I
have been in this earthly ‘jour ney’ a few folks have
asked me; “Why don’t you be come an ‘or dained pas -
tor’?  Don’t get me wrong; I/we are most cer tainly not
against ‘Or di na tion’, as those who have been ‘called’
by God.

BUT you know God in di rectly said to me; As long as
you are in the ‘sea of hu man ity’ and seek ing to throw
out the ‘net of the Word of God’, I can use a boat in the
rough (lay man) to res cue sink ing Souls or a pol ished
one (Or di na tion)!  Acts 4:13. “that no flesh should
glory in His pres ence.  But of Him you are in Christ
Je sus, who be came for us wis dom from God – and
righ teous ness and sanc ti fi ca tion and re demp tion –
that, as it is writ ten, “He who glo ries, let him glory

in the LORD” 1 Co rin thi ans 1:29 -31.

By the GRACE of GOD

IN the meantime I am some what en joy ing this ‘earthly 
jour ney’ even though each day I have a three-fold
daily en emy: my old sin ful na ture, the sin ful world and 
the De ceiver who is the ‘fa ther of lies’.

BUT wait a lit tle lon ger, Please Je sus, for there are
loved one who need to come to Je sus, Morn ing Glory
read ers, Friends, other rel a tives and neigh bors, that
need to be brought into the Blessed Lit tle Flock that
JESUS calls His Own!

For I am ready, fully dressed and my suit-case is
packed, I am wait ing for the trans por ta tion, hope fully
in the Twin kling of an Eye.

Com plete in JESUS as Colossians 2:8-10, “Be ware
lest any one cheat you through phi los o phy and empty
de ceit, ac cord ing to the tra di tion of men, ac cord ing to
the ba sic prin ci ples of the world, and not ac cord ing to
Christ.  For in Him dwells all the full ness of the God -
head bodily; and you are com plete in Him, who is the
head of all prin ci pal ity and power.”



From Our Fellowship Circle

Mr. & Mrs. A. H. Twin Val ley, MN
We love all of the ar ti cles writ ten by man in obe di ence to
God’s Word in the Morn ing Glory.

Pas tor Willmore Gundersen had a Great Ar ti cle, Thank
you so much.

R. & C. H. Inver Grove Heights, MN
Please ac cept our con tri bu tion to con tinue pub lish ing
Morn ing Glory.

We ap pre ci ate all your bib li cal ar ti cles. 

May God bless you all!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Contend for the Faith

By Dr. Henry Mor ris 

“Beloved, when I give all diligence to write
unto you of the common salvation, it was

needful for me to write unto you, and exhort
you that ye should earnestly contend for the

faith which was once delivered unto the
saints.” (Jude 3)

Jude long ago ad dressed a prob lem in his day which
is still very real in our day, among Chris tians.  It is eas ier
and more com fort able just to teach and preach about the
bless ings of our com mon sal va tion than it is to con tend
for the faith, but the lat ter is more “need ful.”  The word
con veys the idea that he was so con strained, ev i dently by
the Holy Spirit, as ac tu ally to be in dis tress about this
com pel ling need. Sim i larly, his ex hor ta tion to “ear nestly
con tend” does not mean to “be ar gu men ta tive,” but
rather, to “ag o nize with in tense de ter mi na tion.” It is one
word in the Greek, epagonizomai (lit er ally, “ag o nize
over”).  De fending and con tend ing for the faith is se ri -
ous, ur gent busi ness, for the ad ver sar ies are many.

That which we are to de fend is “the faith”—the
whole body of Chris tian truth, wher ever it is un der at -
tack.  It would, of course, be es pe cially im por tant to con -
tend for the doc trine of spe cial cre ation, which is the
foun da tion of all oth ers, and which is the doc trine per pet -
u ally un der the most con certed and per sis tent at tack by
the ad ver sary and his hordes.

That faith has been, long ago, “once de liv ered” to the 
saints.  The sense of these words is “once for all turned

over for safe keep ing”. The Lord has en trusted us with his 
Word, com pleted and inscripturated, and we keep it, un -
cor rupted and in tact, for ev ery gen er a tion un til He re -
turns, preach ing and teach ing all of it to ev ery crea ture, to 
the great est ex tent we pos si bly can.

 Finally, note that the safe guard ing of the faith was
not merely to spe cially trained theo lo gians or other pro -
fes sion als, but “the saints.”

Ev ery Chris tian be liever is com manded to “ear -
nestly con tend for the faith.”

The Heavens Declare the Glory of God by 
Dr. Henry Morris, © Copyright 1997

Ed i tors Note: Very in ter est ing as this is one of the
pil lars (pur poses) why the Hauge Lu theran Innermission
Fed er a tion was or ga nized 100 years ago at Osakis, MN
and then later the Morn ing Glory was given to the same,
for the same pur pose and the LORD has kept this ‘faith
mis sion’ ever since. 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Selah 
The word “selah” is writ ten sev enty-one times in the 

Psalms and three times in Habakkuk.  “Selah” is a He -
brew word that means “stop, pause and lis ten” or think
about it!  “Selah” is found at the end ing of verses in
Psalms and has been in ter preted as an in struc tion call ing
for a break in the sing ing of the psalm.  “Selah” is al ways 
writ ten at the end of verses to en cour age you to pause,
con sider and med i tate upon what you have just read.  

Also, the Scrip tures of ten men tion a sim i lar word
“con sider” in sixty-six verses.  So, we should think,
med i tate upon and con sider what we have just read. 
“Selah”!  We should con sider the won drous works of
God (Job 37:14), the heav ens (Psalm 8:3), the work of
God (Ec cle si as tes 7:13), this mat ter – the way of sal va -
tion (Acts 15:6), the lil ies (Luke 12:27), the ant (Prov erbs 
6:6), the ra vens (Luke 12:24) and con sider your ways
(Haggai 1:5).  “Selah”!

In down-home lan guage of Tren ton, Geor gia (where
I live), “selah” could eas ily mean “Uhhhh huh!” or
“How about that!”  It could also be a time to “chew your
cud” or “sleep on it.”

Ted Camp
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

Cath o lic Pope Slams Trickle-Down Eco nom ics,
Ad vo cates for Re dis tri bu tion of Wealth: “For the
Good of All”

Pope Fran cis de nounced trickle-down eco nom ics,
pri vate prop erty and ad vo cated for the re dis tri bu tion of
wealth in a new let ter to Ro man Cath o lic lead ers.

Writ ing in an 86-page pa pal en cyc li cal …Fran cis
said the coronavirus pan demic proved the fail ure of
free-mar ket eco nom ics, such as the ‘trickle-down” the -
ory…

The pope also ad vo cated the re dis tri bu tion of
wealth and de nounced the ab so lute right of pri vate
prop erty…

The pope also said he be lieves “that if one per son
lacks what is nec es sary to live with dig nity, it is be cause
an other per son is de tain ing it …This is not the first time
Fran cis has knocked free-mar ket eco nom ics.  Shortly
af ter as cend ing to the pa pacy in 2013, Fran cis knocked
trickle-down eco nom ics for al leg edly sow ing in equal -
ity.

Chris Enloe, theblaze.com

Ed i tors Note: This is the Pope’s opin ion as he’s
been a “so cial ist” for years.

My per sonal con vic tion, based on God’s Word, that
GOD is in fa vor-of Cap i tal ism, as you will no tice this
was pre dicted way back to the years of Cain and Abel, if
not ac tu ally started with Adam & Eve.  It is the chal -
lenge and priv i lege of the Chris tian Con gre ga tions and
in di vid ual be liev ers to pro vide for the needy; as the
Holy Spirit di rects.

Be ing our Gov ern ment is pro vid ing, the Con gre ga -
tion in di vid u als have taken the ‘back-seat’!

The Hummingbird (Created by Divine
Design) 

Just a quick ‘bird’s eye view’ of the Hum ming bird,
as this very tiny bird’s wings beat from 50 to 80 times
per sec ond – a tes ti mony of God’s in cred i ble de sign. In
our phys i cal tim ing, we only see a blur as this re mark -
able bird darts about too fast for us to fully catch its ex -
qui sitely en gi neered per for mance.

When we look at the world around us, do you ever
won der about the things that are hap pen ing just be yond
the bound aries of what you can see, hear and touch? 
How much of God’s work man ship do we miss?  What
are some things we take for granted?  (For ex am ple:
Count the many bless ings that God gives to you and me

each day!  
Things are and will hap pen in the pres ent and fu ture

just as God has said in His Word, the Bi ble, re gard less
what man thinks.

Trust Him as He is faith ful and true and He can not
lie!

To day, as so many times in the past; in a sense God
is dis ap pointed as HE looks for bur dened ‘In ter ces sors’.  
For ex am ple: there is very lit tle godly/ child-like fear of
God to day across our Na tion and likely around the
world.  Even though: “And you shall swear, ‘The LORD 
lives,’ In truth, in judg ment, and in righ teous ness.”
(Jer e miah 4:2)  “If you turn away your foot from the
Sab bath, from do ing your plea sure on My holy day, and
call the Sab bath a de light, The holy day of the Lord.”
(Isa iah 58:13a) “For our trans gres sions are mul ti plied
be fore You… “And de part ing from our God,’… Jus tice
is turned back, And righ teous ness stands afar off; For
truth is fallen in the street, and eq uity can not en ter, So
truth fails, and he who de parts from evil makes him self 
a prey.  The LORD saw it, and it dis pleased Him That
there was no jus tice, He saw that there was no man,
and won dered that there was no in ter ces sor” (Isa iah
59:12-16a) And the peo ple love to have it so be cause
they have be come Com fort able! 

In Is rael’s day, the prophet de scribed God as look -
ing down upon the earth and see ing no man who loved
TRUTH, RIGHTEOUSNESS and JUDGMENT!

As a whole, it re minds us of man’s sin ful LOST con -
di tion; as there was and is not now any one who can save
us from go ing to hell – ex cept Je sus Christ!  (See Acts
4:12, John 14:1-6)   He is the an swer as He stretched out
His own arms on the cross and paid the price for our
sins, as it is im pos si ble for us to pay for them.  (See Ti tus 
3:5)

Editor

Over Four in Ten American Christians
Say Bible is “Ambiguous” on Abortion

Over four in 10 Amer i can Chris tians (Ed. ??) be -
lieve the BIBLE is “am big u ous” on abor tion, ac cord ing
to the Cul tural Re search Cen ter of Ar i zona Chris tian
Uni ver sity…

Con ducted by CRC Di rec tor of Re search George
Barna, a noted evan gel i cal poll ster, the re port found that 
44 per cent of re spon dents said they be lieve the Bi ble “is
am big u ous in its teach ing about abor tion,” while 34 per -



cent said “abor tion is mor ally ac cept able if it spares the
mother from fi nan cial or emo tional dis com fort or hard -
ship”.  

Barna said in a state ment that the find ings on opin -
ions about abor tion were part of a broader de par ture from 
“bib li cal truth” by self-iden ti fied Amer i can Chris tians.

“The irony of the re shap ing of the spir i tual land scape 
in Amer ica is that it rep re sents a post-Chris tian ref or ma -
tion driven by peo ple seek ing to re tain a Chris tian iden -
tity,” said Barna.

“Un for tu nately, the the ol ogy of this ref or ma tion is
be ing driven by Amer i can cul ture rather than bib li cal
truth.”

The re port also found that 34 per cent of self-iden ti -
fied Chris tians re ject the idea that mar riage is de fined as
be ing be tween one man and one woman and that 40 per -
cent ac cept ly ing as mor ally ac cept able if it ad vances per -
sonal in ter ests or pro tects one’s rep u ta tion.

Michael Gryboski, christianpost.com

Another Court Ruling Opens Another
Locker Room for Opposite Sex 

A fed eral ap peals court has ruled on be half of a fe -
male high school stu dent, who lives as a male, who sued
af ter she was sep a rated from the all-male swim team and
its locker room.

The rul ing by the Min ne sota Court of Ap peals
against the Anoka-Hennepin School dis trict scored an -
other le gal vic tory for the pro-transgender move ment
that is backed by ho mo sex ual rights groups and le gal
groups such as the ACLU…

Some pub lic schools tried to ac com mo date the
then-new de mands by transgender stu dents by al low ing
them to use a sin gle-sex room, for ex am ple, only to learn
from an ACLU at tor ney that was “dis crim i na tion” to do
so.

Onenewsnow.com

Twenty-Year Police Lieutenant
Announces Retirement, Blames City
Council for Lack of Respect

A 20-year Au rora po lice Lieu ten ant an nounced his
re tire ment …in an email to the city’s coun cil mem bers,
ac cus ing them of hav ing a lack of re spect for law en -
force ment.

“It is with great sad ness that I in form you of my re -
tire ment af ter 25 years in law en force ment.  I spent the
past 20 years in Au rora (Col o rado) and it was a plea sure
to do so, un til this year.”  Lieu ten ant Dave Cernich wrote

in a let ter to city coun cil mem bers.
“I can hon estly say that my re tire ment is a re sult of

you.  I am dis heart ened by your lack of re spect for the oc -
cu pa tion I’ve re vered for so long.  The dou ble stan dards
be tween us and you is a dif fi cult pill to swal low,” he
wrote.  

The lieu ten ant’s res ig na tion co mes dur ing a tu mul tu -
ous time for law en force ment na tion wide…  Au rora’s
city coun cil mem bers have re mained di vided over law
en force ment and some “con tinue to dem on strate hos til -
ity” to ward them, said Da vid Gruber, coun cil man-at-
large.

“The re sult is that al most 10 per cent of our of fi cers
have re signed or (re tired) and our crime rate has in -
creased dra mat i cally,” Gruber said.

Gopinsa.com

(Ed i tor: This is hap pen ing throughout our great
USA.  It is a re sult of lib eral pol i ti cians giv ing in to ter -
ror ists.  We need Law and or der in our day also!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

GOD IS GREAT 

BY W. Herschel Ford

If you want to see the great ness of God, look around
you.  Look upon the moun tains, the rivers and the oceans.  
The poet (Joyce Kilmer) wisely said, “ONLY GOD CAN
MAKE A TREE.”  Only a great God can make all the
won der ful things which are in the world of na ture to day.

We think of the earth as be ing very great, but if the
sun were hol low and if you could bore a hole into its sur -
face, you could put a mil lion four hun dred thou sand
worlds in the sun and they would still have room to rat tle
around.

And yet there are many other plan ets in God’s sys tem 
much larger than the earth.  One great God made them all.  
Let man stand in rev er ence be fore Him.

When we think of man with his power to think and to
plan and to act, we re al ize that he is the great est piece of
ma chin ery in the world.  But God made him with a
thought and a word.

An in fi del once cried out be fore a large crowd, “If
there is a God, let Him strike me dead at this min ute.” 
God paid no more at ten tion to him than would the mighty 
ocean to a bark ing dog.  It is fool ish for a lit tle man to
defy a great God.
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The Day of the Lord 
Part I

“Blow a trum pet in Zion, And sound an alarm
on My holy moun tain! Let all the in hab it ants of
the land trem ble, For the day of the LORD is
com ing; Surely it is near,  A day of dark ness and 
gloom, A day of clouds and thick dark ness. As
the dawn is spread over the moun tains, So there
is a great and mighty peo ple; There has never
been any thing like it, Nor will there be again af -
ter it to the years of many gen er a tions.”
(Joel 2:1-2)

There is com ing a day that will be un like any other
day that the world has ever en coun tered.  The fierce at -
tack of 9/11 will pale in com par i son to this day, be cause
this is the Day that the Lord will deal with all peo ple
once and for all.

The Day of the Lord will be a
Day of Fi nal Ac count ing

 “For it is writ ten, As I live, says the Lord, ev ery
knee shall bow to Me, And ev ery tongue shall give
praise to God.  So then each one of us shall give ac count
of him self to God.” (Romans 14:11-12)  The Lord has kept
an ex act re cord of what ev ery one has done in their lives
and this Day will be the time when they will have to give 
an ac count of their lives be fore Him.  Those who have
com mit ted evil ac tions against God and oth ers will now
have it brought to bear against them.  Noth ing will be
hid den on that day.  Je sus said, “Ac cord ingly, what ever
you have said in the dark shall be heard in the light, and
what you have whis pered in the in ner rooms shall be
pro claimed upon the house tops.”  (Luke 12:3)  The se cret
mur ders, the hid den af fairs, the steal ing that was never
dis cov ered, the lies to de ceive oth ers, the schem ing and
plan ning against oth ers and each and ev ery sin will be
brought forth in all its black ness.  In fact, Je sus said, 
“And I say to you, that ev ery care less word that men
shall speak, they shall ren der ac count for it in the day of
judg ment.  For by your words you shall be jus ti fied, and
by your words you shall be con demned.”  (Mat thew

12:36-37)  Ev ery thing you have spo ken in your life will
be brought forth, even the words spo ken with lit tle re -
gard.  Since the words that you speak re veal the char ac -
ter of your heart, your very words will rise up to ei ther
save you or con demn you.  Noth ing will be held back on
that day even though many peo ple had since long for -
got ten what they said and did.  But the Lord has not for -
got ten, and He is an ex act ing re cord keeper.  From the
overtly evil peo ple down to the good and help ful, ev ery -

one will have to give an ac count of their lives be fore
God on that Day.

The Day of the Lord will be a
Day of Re pay ment

On this Day of the Lord, God will re pay peo ple for
the evil they have com mit ted.  There is a pop u lar mis -
con cep tion that God would never do this to peo ple, but
that is not what the Scrip tures teach us.  “Re quite them
ac cord ing to their work and ac cord ing to the evil of
their prac tices; Re quite them ac cord ing to the deeds of
their hands; Re pay them their rec om pense.  Be cause
they do not re gard the works of the LORD nor the deeds
of His hands, He will tear them down and not build them 
up.” (Psalm 28:4-5)  In fact, God will re pay them right to
their faces.  “Know there fore that the LORD your God,
He is God, the faith ful God, who keeps His cov e nant and 
His lovingkindness to a thou sandth gen er a tion with
those who love Him and keep His com mand ments;  but
re pays those who hate Him to their faces, to de stroy
them; He will not de lay with him who hates Him, He will 
re pay him to his face.”  (Deut. 7:9-11)  

The wicked peo ple who per se cuted God’s peo ple
with out mercy, the cruel war mon gers who de stroyed
peo ple and civ i li za tions with out even show ing mercy to
women and chil dren, the God-hat ers who shook their
fist in the face of God and did all they could to put down
god li ness in so ci ety and pro mote all man ner of per ver -
sion will now get their just re ward.  There are vary ing
de grees of pun ish ment al lot ted to peo ple in hell.  God is
per fectly just in this be cause they were the ones who
prac ticed evil and law less ness and God duly re pays
them for what they did first.

The Day of the Lord will be a 
Day of Fi nal Judg ment

When Je sus re turns, the fi nal and eter nal des tiny for
ev ery one will be de ter mined.  “But when the Son of
Man co mes in His glory, and all the an gels with Him,
then He will sit on His glo ri ous throne.  And all the na -
tions will be gath ered be fore Him; and He will sep a rate
them from one an other, as the shep herd sep a rates the
sheep from the goats.”  (Matt. 25:31-32)  All hu man ity
from all time will be gath ered be fore the Lord and Je sus
will sep a rate them from one an other:  the righ teous from 
the un righ teous.  To the righ teous, Je sus will say,
“Come, you who are blessed of My Fa ther, in herit the
king dom pre pared for you from the foun da tion of the
world.”  (Matt. 25:34) But to the un righ teous, Je sus will
say, “‘De part from Me, ac cursed ones, into the eter nal
fire which has been pre pared for the devil and his an -
gels.’”  (Matt. 25:41)  



There will be screams and howls and wails of those
who are go ing to an eter nity lost. Je sus de scribed this
place like this: “And cast out the worth less slave into the
outer dark ness; in that place there shall be weep ing and
gnash ing of teeth.” (Matt. 25:30) There will be fam i lies
who are now for ever sep a rated – hus band from wife, par -
ents from chil dren – brother and sis ter from one an other. 
Peo ple will plead for mercy from God but they will be
shown none be cause the Day of Grace is over.  They had
the chance in this life to re ceive the Grace of God but
they would not; and now it is too late and there are no sec -
ond chances.  The fi nal Judg ment will be de creed and
there will be no ap peals for a new Judg ment.  “And these
will go away into eter nal pun ish ment, but the righ teous
into eter nal life.”  (Matt. 25:46)  The King of Glory stands
firm on His de ci sion and will not al ter from that.

It will be Je sus the Lord who will do all of this.  This
is the side of Je sus that was n’t re vealed at His first com -
ing.  God has en trusted all judg ment into the hands of the
Son and He will thun der out the wrath and fury of God
upon all un be liev ers. “I will surely tell of the de cree of
the LORD: He said to Me, ‘Thou art My Son, To day I have
be got ten Thee.  ‘Ask of Me, and I will surely give the na -
tions as Thine in her i tance, And the very ends of the earth
as Thy pos ses sion.  ‘Thou shalt break them with a rod of
iron, Thou shalt shat ter them like earth en ware.’” (Psalm

2:7-9)  All this will hap pen to peo ple who have no cov er -
ing for their sins be fore God.  

Dear reader, will this be you?

Pastor Jim Haga
Hagapublishing.com

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Peace of God

“And the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall guard your hearts and

your thoughts in Christ Jesus.”  
(Philippians 4:7)

MAN can steer the larg est ships on sea and in the air,
he can tame the stron gest of wild an i mals, and can chain
the forces of na ture, but he can not tame his own heart or
con trol his thoughts, not even in the least. 

The more we ap ply our will and en ergy to con quer
our selves, the more cer tainly and the sooner are we de -
feated.  It is like the case of the big river: it grows in
strength ac cord ing as the op po si tion grows, and at last
breaks down all hin drances.  That is the way our evil
heart and our un ruly thoughts play with us, when we try
to re sist.  Many an up right per son wears him self out in a

hope less strug gle, and won ders that God does not help.
There is one place where heart and mind can be

guarded against evil, and that place is the peace of God. 
The peace of God – that must pre sum ably be the peace
that is in God.  If we get heart and thoughts into His peace 
then we are saved.  The prob lem then is to find the way,
so that we can ar rive there.   I think the se cret lies in the
words just pre ced ing our text: “Re joice in the Lord al -
ways!”  The fact of the mat ter is that we are taken cap tive
by that in which we find our joy. Con se quently, if our joy
is in the Lord, our thoughts and heart are in Him also. 
They do not pro voke each other there, there is no mind
for op po si tion; there heart and thoughts drown in peace –
in the peace of God in Christ Je sus.

Peace, to soothe our bit ter woes, 
God in Christ on us be stows;
Je sus brought our peace with God
With His holy, pre cious blood;
Peace in Him for sin ners found,
Is the gos pel’s joy ful sound.

Thy Kingdom Come, by Ludvig Hope, Augsburg
Publishing House, © 1939, Permission Granted.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Redemption

“We have redemption through his blood,
even the forgiveness of sins.”  

(Colossians 1:14)

Have you no ticed?  In the po lit i cal world there is no
for give ness.  If you run for some of fice your op po nents
will search your past with in tense in ter est.  Any moral
fail ure will be broad cast to the four winds.  They will de -
stroy you if they can.  How dif fer ent is our God?  If one
re pents sin cerely and trusts Christ for sal va tion, he is for -
given.  And God prom ises never to re mem ber.  Come to
Him for for give ness to day. — Don ald L. Norbie 

Amaz ing grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind but now I see. — John New ton 
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Contending in the Darkness
Dr. Sheldon Smith 

Jude 17 says, “Remember ye the words …of
the apostles.”

In No vem ber of 1999 I had two back-to-back meet -
ings in New Eng land.  I said to my wife, “If you’ll go
with me, we’ll take a cou ple of days off at the end of the
sec ond meet ing and tour some his tor i cal places.”

Moody 

We did the first meet ing and then the sec ond meet ing.  
On Thurs day morn ing, we got a rental car and drove sev -
eral hours to our first stop: North field, Mas sa chu setts, the 
birth place, home and burial place of Dwight L. Moody.

I stood in Moody’s pul pit.  That big au di to rium was
built in 1894 (five years be fore he died).  The acous tics
were won der ful.  Even though it seats ap prox i mately two
thou sand peo ple, there was no am pli fi ca tion, no pub lic
ad dress sys tem; but one can hear right up to the top of the
bal cony…

I stood be side the place be side the place where
Moody and his wife are bur ied.  …

As I stood there, I thought about how God had so
might ily used D. L. Moody.  He was not a tu tored man. 
He had not gone to col lege.

…There, was no de bate in his mind as to whether or
not the Bi ble was the BIBLE!  There was no de bate in his
mind whether or not peo ple were lost and dy ing.  There
was an ur gency in his mes sage and in his min is try.

Ed wards

The next day we drove across the state line into
Enfield, Con nect i cut.  There in that tiny vil lage is a lit tle
his tor i cal marker to mark the spot where on July 8, 1741,
Jon a than Ed wards preached his fa mous ser mon, “Sin ners 
in the Hands of an An gry God.”

He was a great preacher, per haps the most bril liant
in tel lect of his day.  He was the pres i dent of Prince ton
Uni ver sity (called the Col lege of New Jer sey in those
days) when he died.  He was so near sighted that he had
big, thick lenses in his glasses.

He did n’t get up and preach freestyle.  He wrote out
his ser mons and with his face down close the page he
read them word for word.  God moved in that one par tic u -
lar meet ing with this near-sighted preacher.

What be gan that day in Enfield, Con nect i cut spread
in vil lage af ter vil lage all across New Eng land…

Torrey 

Once when I was in Wilkes-Barre, Penn syl va nia, I

said to the pas tor, “If we could do so on Mon day, I would
like to go over to Montrose.”  Montrose is the home and
the burial place of R. A. Torrey.

Dwight L. Moody had an un der study who worked
with him for years.  His name was Reu ben Ar cher Torrey.  
Moody was the un tu tored man who had never been to
school, while Torrey was the bril liant in tel lec tual.

When Moody died in 1899, Torrey picked up the
man tle.  For the next twenty-nine years he too went
across the coun try, beat ing the drum and cry ing aloud,
“God is God!  The Bi ble is the Bi ble!  Men are lost! 
Heaven is real!  Hell is hot!”  God used Torrey might ily
dur ing those days.

A I stood by his burial site, I prayed, “O God, I pray
that You will light that same fire in my heart as You did in
the heart of Torrey and Moody and Ed wards.  Help me
im pact this world of dark ness.”  

These men re mem bered the Word of God.  They said
that the Word of God is real!  They did not try to in vent
new words or a new mes sage or new con cepts.  They sim -
ply cried out what God had given to a na tion that was lost
and dy ing and con demned.

In the midst of the col lu sion and col lab o ra tion with
the en emy, these gi ants of faith, holy men of God, spoke
clearly the mes sage of God.  It is here in the Word of God
that we find the will of God, the wis dom of God and the
way of God.  

It is a re spon si bil ity to “con tend” for all of “which
was once de liv ered unto the saints” (Vs. 3).  In a world
of dark ness, with a thou sand clam or ing voices that would 
lead you down the prim rose path to the Devil’s place,
hear me: “Re mem ber ye the words…of the apos tles.”
Then raise your voices to make them heard!  You are op -
posed!  CONTEND!  You are crit i cized!  CONTEND! 
You are re fused!  CONTEND!    

Excerpts from The Sword of the Lord

Ed i tor’s Note: Thank you very much Dr. Shel don
Smith for this very timely ar ti cle that is both heart-warm -
ing & con vict ing!

Very in ter est ing be sides: For the Hauge Lu theran
Fed er a tion was for mu lated 100 years ago for the very
same pur pose and some years later the Morn ing Glory. 

We of the same, are try ing to fol low in the foot steps
of Mar tin Lu ther and Hans Niel sen Hauge who also were
might ily used by God!  Be ing bib li cal and Lu theran in
bib li cal doc trine; we also want to be a ‘trump-bearer’ in
our day and on, by the Grace and Em pow er ment of the
Holy Spirit!  As we make no apol o gies for the ‘old-time
re li gion’ and seek to fol low the same.  Please pray for this 
min is try and for each per son and their spouse di rectly in -
volved.  THANK YOU!



When It Doesn’t Make Sense 
By Vance Havner

“…per plexed, but not in de spair.” 
(II Co rin thi ans 4:8)

Paul was in per plex ity but not in de spair.  He was not
whis tling his way through the grave yard, how ever; was
he merely “smil ing through” or look ing for some thing to
turn up?

His way out was not by paint ing the clouds with sun -
shine, wear ing rose-col ored glasses and quot ing lovely
po ems about God in His Heaven, “All is right with the
world.”

I am con stantly en coun ter ing di lem mas that don’t
make sense.  I have a pic ture of my self stand ing with two
other preach ers taken only a few years ago.  One was
rudely snatched from earth in an au to mo bile col li sion
with a drunken driver.

The drunken driver es caped, but the splen did young
preacher was taken from a fruit ful min is try and a fine
wife and lit tle chil dren.  The other preacher in the photo
died later in his for ties, just a few weeks be fore the birth
of his only child, a son he had longed for through the
years. 

I saw that lit tle fel low re cently and was struck again
with the un-ex plain able mys tery of what just does n’t
seem to make sense.

Even now I am tramp ing the woods with an other fine 
young ster whose fa ther died some years ago.  When I
think how much he loved that boy but had to leave him,
and won der why I am en joy ing that lit tle fel low in stead,
there looms again the per plex ity of those enig mas that
just don’t fit in any of our pat terns.

Of course, men have wres tled with such puz zles
from the be gin ning.  It was Job’s per plex ity.  Habakkuk
con tended with it and gave us his blessed “al though” and
“yet.” (3:17-18)  Mi cah sur veyed a dis mal day when
godly men had per ished from the earth, while the wicked
pros pered.

He got through to God and a man had better do that
or he will go crazy. John the Bap tist sat in prison and
doubt less pon dered why JESUS could work all His mir a -
cles but leave His fore run ner in jail.  

Some things are given us to know (Mat thew
3:17-18), but some things are not for us to know (Acts
1:7).  Un for tu nately, we fail to learn much, we could
know by try ing to find out what we can not know.

The lit tle boy who could n’t un der stand why God put
so many vi ta mins in spin ach in stead of putt ing them all in 
ice cream was learn ing early that things just don’t work
out as we would like if we were in charge of the uni verse.  
Some things just don’t seem to make sense, but we may

be per plexed yet not in de spair.  The way out is not by ex -
pla na tion but by rev e la tion.  The Bi ble does not give us
ex pla na tions for some of these rid dles, but it does sup ply
rev e la tion.  (Ed. And we walk by faith and not sight).  

To be gin with, when things do not make sense to us,
it does not mean that you don’t make sense at all.

Fur ther more, when some things do not make sense to 
us now, it does not mean that they never will make sense.

But a still deeper con sid er ation re mains.  There is a
higher view point from which things which don’t make
sense to our or di nary rea son ing can make sense to our
spir i tual un der stand ing even now.

The high est les son God wants to teach us is to trust
Him re gard less.  If ev ery thing worked out in sto ry book
style, we would be come com pla cent and spoiled.  

God wants to bring us to a higher plane where He
Him self is our por tion and re ward, where we can sing,
“Now Thee alone I seek; give what is best.”

Whatsoe’r He bids you, do it,
Though you may not 
Un der stand.
Yield to Him com plete obe di ence; 
Then you’ll see His mighty
Hand.
Fill the waterpots with wa ter; 
Fill them to the very brim.
He will honor all your trust ing;
Leave the mir a cles to Him.

           T. H. Allan

Grass hop pers

“There we saw the gi ants … and we were like
grass hop pers.”  (Num bers 13:33)

The prom ised land which God had pre pared for His
peo ple stretched out be fore them.  All they had to do was
pos sess what had been prom ised to them.  But be tween
them and God’s bless ing were gi ants of great size and
strength.  These gi ants robbed God’s peo ple of what was
rightly theirs.  In like man ner to day, God has prom ised
His chil dren all spir i tual bless ings, but too of ten gi ants
like fear and dis cour age ment and guilt rob us of God’s
best.  With God’s help all of our Go li aths can be de feated.

Charlie Tempest 

O vic tory in Je sus, my Sav iour for ever, 
He sought me and bought me,
With His re deem ing blood.  

          E. Bart lett
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Difficulties in Prayer
By O. Hallesby, 

(con tin ued from last is sue of the Morn ing Glory)

1.  We think that we must help God to ful fill our
prayer.

But this has never been God’s in ten tion.  We are to
pray.  God Him self will take care of the hear ing and the
ful fill ment.  He needs no help from us for that.  I know
that all very well, I can hear some say of my read ers say -
ing, Do not be too sure!  

It is re mark able to what an ex tent we are in flu enced
by the thought that we, by means of our prayers, must
help God to some ex tent to an swer our prayers.  If noth -
ing more, we at least think that we ought to sug gest to
God how He should go about giv ing us the an swer. 
Even though we do not ex pres sion to it, we think about
like this: “Dear God, this is what I am ear nestly ask ing
of Thee.  I know that is dif fi cult, but if Thou wilt do so
and so, Thou canst ac com plish it.”

By stat ing the mat ter as point edly as this, I have no
doubt caused some of you to ob ject and say, “No one
who prays thinks like that when speak ing with God!”  

But all who have learned to search them selves will
ad mit without any res er va tion that this is not an ex ag -
ger a tion.  It is just this way of think ing which makes
prayer so much of an ef fort and re sults in so much per -
ma nent prayer fa tigue.

Let me take an ex am ple from our daily prayer life.
We are pray ing for two peo ple, let us say, pray ing

that they might be awak ened and con verted.  It is easy to 
pray for one of them; for the other one it is not so easy.

Why is this so?
Well, the one is by na ture, train ing and tem per a ment 

such that we think that it is com par a tively easy for him
to be con verted.  In other words, when we see some way
for God to ful fill our prayers, then it is easy for us to
pray.

The other one, on the other hand, is by na ture, train -
ing and tem per a ment such that we can not un der stand
how he can be hum bled and brought low be fore God,
how he can be per suaded to con fess ev ery thing, break
whole heart edly with sin and ac cept the re proach of
Christ to gether with the de spised lit tle flock of be liev ers 
on earth.  

Be cause we can not un der stand how God can an -
swer this prayer of ours, it seems hard for us to pray for
such a per son.

The Spirit of prayer would teach us that we should
dis re gard the ques tion as to whether the ful fill ment of
our prayer is hard or easy for God.  What we think or do

not think about this, has no bear ing on the hear ing and
an swer ing of prayer.  Not only that; it has a blight ing
and de struc tive ef fect upon our prayer life, be cause we
waste our strength on some thing which is not our con -
cern, and which our Lord has never asked us to be con -
cerned about. 

This se cret of prayer be came very plain to me once
many hears ago as I was read ing the de light ful lit tle ac -
count of the wed ding in Cana of Gal i lee (John 2:1-11). 

Je sus, His mother and His dis ci ples were bid den to
the wed ding.  In all like li hood the fam ily was re lated to,
or very friendly to ward, the fam ily of Je sus.  At least, we 
no tice that the host and host ess had ac quainted the
mother of Je sus with the em bar rass ing sit u a tion which
had risen when the wine had given out.  (Ed. I per son -
ally do not be lieve it is fer mented like the wine of to day,
as Scrip ture is very ‘clear’ in re gards to this sub ject)  

Where upon the mother of Je sus re veals her self a
tried and true woman of prayer.

In the first place, she goes to the right place with the
need she has be come ac quainted with.  She goes to Je sus 
and tells Him ev ery thing.  

In the next place, no tice what she says to Je sus. …
In the third place, let us no tice that she did noth ing

more.  When she had told Je sus about the need of her
friends, she knew that she did not have to do any more
about it.  She knew that she did not have to help Him ei -
ther by sug gest ing what He should do or any thing else. 
She knew Him and knew that this need had been left in
the proper hands.  …

In the fourth place, let us no tice that when the
mother of Je sus had pre sented her pe ti tion, she had done 
her part.  As far as she was con cerned, she was through
with the mat ter; she had left it with Him.  She was no
lon ger re spon si ble, so to speak, for the em bar rass ing sit -
u a tion.  The re spon si bil ity had been placed upon Je sus. 
It was now up to Him to find a way to help the be loved
host and host ess.

She had never be fore seen Je sus turn wa ter into
wine (Ed.  When God cre ates, He cre ates things New; so 
the wine was new and not fer mented).  There fore, she
likely did not even have a way out of this dif fi culty.  It is
a ques tion if she, on the whole, even thought about this
as pect of the sit u a tion.  She knew Him well and that He
was never at a loss as to what to do.  As a rule, the way
out of dif fi culty which He chose came as a sur prise to
her.  At least that was some thing which did not con cern
her and in con nec tion with which she did not have to
waste any time or ef fort in solving.



Landmark
Ezra was in dire need of God’s guid ance.  He had

reached the fron tier of Per sian po lit i cal and mil i tary con -
trol.  Be yond the river Ahava lay the vast stretches of the
desert, in hab ited by law less and blood thirsty brig ands.
Def i nitely dan ger and dif fi culty lay be fore him and his
peo ple.

Thus far he had been led aright by the good hand of
the Most High upon him.  The king had given him both
per mis sion to go to Pal es tine and pro vi sion for the tem -
ple to be erected in Je ru sa lem. A num ber of his fel lows
had vol un teered to ac com pany him.  They had set out on
their jour ney, and now they had reached the far edge of
civ i li za tion.

It is one thing to press for ward im pet u ously on a cho -
sen path be cause we are per suaded that we are in the cen -
ter of God’s Will.  To do so may brook trou ble for us
be cause the orig i nal in di ca tion of God’s will may not in -
clude warn ing as to the de tails we shall meet from day to
day on the road.  Like Ezra we do well to pause on the
way to pray in faith and not in fear, in pa tience and not in
pre sump tion.

Like Ezra we know that “the hand of our God is upon 
all them for good that seek him” (8:22).  What we need is
sen si tiv ity of spirit to as sure us that we are en tirely obe di -
ent to His will.  Then we can be fear less of heart to fol low 
Him.

This at ti tude of heart is achieved by prayer and pa -
tience, and pos si bly by fast ing as well.  An hour or a day
spent in qui et ness be fore the Lord can be used by our
Cap tain to calm our ev ery ap pre hen sion and to clar ify
our ob jec tives.

We do not have to beg God for guid ance; rather, we
are sim ply to be lieve that He who has led aright thus far
will con tinue so to do.  He is not re luc tant to ad vise and to 
en cour age us.  As truly as He helped Ezra and his peo ple
in that far-off day, He still hears the prayer of the trust ing
and tenderhearted.

Be cause of prayer for the right way and pa tience to
wait the Lord’s time, Ezra could tes tify, “Then we de -
parted for the river of Ahava on the twelfth day of the
first month, to go unto Je ru sa lem: and the hand of our
God was upon us, and he de liv ered us from the hand of
the en emy, and of such as lay in wait by the way. And we
came to Je ru sa lem and abode there three days” (8:31,32).

Mis sion ac com plished: No time was lost be cause of
the pause to pray and to fast at the River Ahava. Nor are
we de layed be cause we wait upon God when the way is
dan ger ous and dark.

To wait on God, no time is lost!

 He Leads Me By V. Raymond Edman

Mind Control
“This I say there fore, and tes tify in the Lord, that ye

hence forth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the van ity
of their mind, Hav ing the un der stand ing dark ened, be ing 
alien ated from the life of God through the ig no rance that
is in them, be cause of the blind ness of their heart.”
(Ephe sians 4:17,18).

A ques tion that trou bles many Chris tians is why most 
highly ed u cated lead ers in sci ence and other
fields—even theo lo gians—seem to find it so dif fi cult to
be lieve the Bi ble and the gos pel of Christ.  The an swer is
in the words of our text: They are “alien ated from the life
of God” be cause of self-in duced ig no rance.  It is not that
they can’t un der stand, but that they won’t un der stand! 
They “walk in the van ity of their mind, hav ing the un der -
stand ing dark ened…be cause of the blind ness of their
heart.” They don’t want to be lieve in their hearts, there -
fore they seek an ex cuse not to be lieve in their minds. 
They are “men of cor rupt minds, rep ro bate con cern ing
the faith” (II Tim o thy 3:8).

The sad truth is that Sa tan him self con trols their
minds. They may be ever so in tel li gent in sec u lar mat ters
but the gos pel, with all its com pre hen sive and beau ti ful
sim plic ity, re mains hid den to them.  “If our gos pel be hid, 
it is hid to them that are lost; In whom the god of this
world hath blinded the minds of them which be lieve not’
(II Co rin thi ans 4:3,4).

Is there a rem edy? Yes.  “For the weap ons of our war -
fare are not car nal, but mighty through God to the pull ing 
down of strong holds; Cast ing down imag i na tions, and
ev ery high thing that exalteth it self against the knowl -
edge of God, and bring ing into cap tiv ity ev ery thought to
the obe di ence of Christ” (II Co rin thi ans 10:4,5).  In this
verse, the “thought” is the same as “mind.”  The weap ons
of truth, of prayer, of love, of the Spirit, can cap ture even
such minds as these!

The Heavens Declare the Glory of God 
by Dr. Henry Morris
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The more a man bows his
knee before God, the

straighter he stands before
men
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Being With Jesus

“And they took knowl edge of them, that they
had been with Je sus.”  (Acts 4:13)

(Ed. Please prayer fully read Acts 4:12 and then
com plete read ing verse 13)

The sanc ti fy ing, trans form ing pro cess of a
Chris tian be gins at con ver sion and reaches its per -
fec tion in Glory.  The dis ci ples spent much time with 
their Mas ter and the peo ple ob served that they were
be com ing like Him in at ti tude and char ac ter.  This is
God’s ul ti mate goal for His chil dren.  Time spent in
His pres ence in Prayer and the Word will trans form
us, so peo ple will say, “He has been with Je sus.”
This will mean em u lat ing Him in His lov ing com -
pas sion to reach lost sin ners.  It will in clude a sac ri fi -
cial life lived for oth ers and not for self.  God help us
to be con formed to the im age of His Son and not to
the world. (Rom. 8:29; 12:2).  

Milton Haack

Up Date
The Sea of Hu man ity!

Thank you for your sup port in the year of 2020
and now we are ask ing you to prayer fully in -
crease your sup port in the year of 2021.

Be ing a wa ter-bug that I am not!  Oh, I en joy most 
of the scen ery sur round ing bod ies of wa ter and
that’s about as far as it goes for me, your Ed i tor.

Pe ter was tired as a fish er man and clean ing his
nets and the Mas ter of the sea, told Pe ter go out
and cast…  I would imag ine that Pe ter was tired
and dis cour aged when he was told to keep on
fish ing.  And at times, we get dis cour aged, tired,
lonely, etc. and yet the LORD tells us to keep on as 
there are more fish (hu mans) that need to be res -
cued and brought to Har bor.  Also, He tells us that 
there are hu man fish yet that need nu tri tion; so,
the Shep herd instructs us to feed His Lambs and
Sheep, If we truly love Him.

Where would this ship be if it was n’t for the
Grace, En light en ment and Em pow er ment of
God; likely ei ther in the sea of hu man ity of ‘lib er -
al ism’ OR ‘sacramentalism’! Where would this
ship be, if it were n’t for the “Light-House” upon
the hill?  JESUS clearly tells us that HE is the
light of the world and that in His Grace we are His 
Am bas sa dors!  Be ing HE is the ‘Com -
mander-in-chief’, we want to obey Him out of
LOVE.

We know on this end that un less in di vid u als and
con gre ga tions do not in crease their fi nan cial sup -
port in 2021 we will be among the sink ing ships.
Hope fully seek ing to get the Morn ing Glory out
and host ing Hauge Bi ble Con fer ences/Evan ge lis -
tic Meet ings will help to meet our need.  Are You
will ing to do what the LORD lays upon your
heart?

Thank You for stand ing with us now. 
TOGETHER, we will ad vance TRUTH and
FREEDOM!

In come for Morn ing Glory in November was
$1,380.00.

Cost for each is sue of the Morn ing Glory is
ap prox i mately $3,500.00


